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Director’s Update
Dear partners and friends, greetings from Cambodia.

n August we had a very sad time as we lost
our dear friend, Ian McIntyre who dedicated
his life in his mission for His work, up in north
Cambodia. But he leaves with us a good
legacy that gives us hope, especially to young people for
the future, just like God’s words saying, “ I know the plans I
have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not
for evil, to give you a future and a hope. (Jeremiah 29:11)”

I

2

As I reflect on this scripture with the work of AOC and
my experience as a community development worker with
NGOs for more than twenty years, it is these questions
that I often asked myself; why do we take so long in what
we do to transform lives of our needy communities? Is it
because we are not doing well? Or is it because we have a
lack of skills/resources? Or is it that our community lacks
education? NO! The answer is no! As we compare ourselves
with many other NGOs and ministries in Cambodia, it is
evident to see we are facing many similarities.
So, how can God’s plan for welfare and a future and a
hope really happen?

habits and not allow the habit to lead us. When we succeed
with our good habits, we will not depart from them but
continue with them and then hope and dignity will come.

As I read the bible in Genesis chapter one, I see that God
uses his word to show us that things happen. All of creation
has the sense of sustainability and God sees all that was
good and he was appreciative of all of his creation. He did
everything within six days NOT one second or one minute
less. God took time in what he did.

Please continue to pray for our team and the local church
that we are working with, as we are bringing hope and
dignity to our community by changing their attitudes and
helping them to form good habits of using clean water, using
latrines, being positive about their lives and their family
members and the habit of prayer and studying God’s word.

In our lives, we have to say words with a purpose, vision and
plan and then take time to develop these words into good
habits and actions; only then can there be hope for change.

In this third quarterly report, we not only invite you to read
it, but we would also like you to let us know how we can
improve more in what we are doing.

Many development workers in Cambodia realize that
helping people to change their attitudes is one of the most
challenging aspects and to change people’s attitudes is not
only about education, training and resources, but also it’s
about being a good role model and developing good habits
and attitude changes within our own lives and lifestyles,
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is
old he will not depart from it” Proverb 22:6. I learnt in this
passage that the meaning of the word ‘train’ for me is to not
give up training and forming the good and positive habits, as
if we delay this it will make us late for the rest of our lives.
We, as well as our community, need to lead with positive

We will help you to serve in the area where you can’t
make it.
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In Him we serve,

Thong Romanea, National Director
Asian Outreach Cambodia.

PERSONNEL & TEAMS UPDATE
These past three months have seen an array of highs and
lows for AOC.
In July we had our annual week long staff retreat. It was
great fun, coming together as a whole team. We shared fellowship, food and fun and a great opportunity for everyone
to spend time getting to know one another better, as well
as for new people on the team. The first part of the retreat
was in Phnom Penh (PP), where the PP and Stung Treng
teams met and discovered their personality traits and
colour, providing useful information on how we all work
differently and learning to work well together, even through
the differences.

It’s been an exciting time as AOC’s wider family has been
growing, with the arrival of three new babies! Ros Sokharey,
Channa’s wife, gave birth to their first child, a daughter,
Narieta on 20th August. After initial concerns for a low red
blood cell count, both mum and baby are now at home and
all are doing well. Channa is part of the Agricultural and
Livelihoods project in PP. La, who works with the WatSan
project in PP and his wife, Phary, gave birth to their first
son, Siha, on 26th August and all are doing well. Chariya,
our pre-school teacher at Stars of Peace gave birth by
c-section on 17th September, to baby Isa, Chariya and her
husband Kosal are blessed with their first child and are
also doing well.

Then we headed to the beach down to Sihanoukville for
three days, where we enjoyed times of worship, training and
of course fun in the sun by the sea.
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We’ve had a number of visitors to AOC during these three
months, which has been great, enabling us to show AOC’s
work first hand. In July, Mark Klassen and a team came
from Canada, leaving behind smiles, many memories,
Canadian shirt pins and possibly best of all, a great song,
along with actions, that has been enjoyed by people from
2years old up to 52years old!
Robert and Harna King headed back to New Zealand after
being in Stung Treng for three months where Rob has been
helping with the land and Harna has been looking after
Grahame and Katy’s youngest daughter. It was great to
have you with us and we look forward to your return one
day! Thank you for all your hard work.
In August, Selwyn Jackson and a team from New Zealand
came for a visit too, which was great to catch up with them.
We wish all the new mums and dads and beautiful babies,
health, happiness and blessings as you begin this new
journey together as families, using God’s word for guidance
and may you know His presence at all times.
We welcome two new staff members to the AOC team,
Long Bora who has joined the ACTS team as field worker
and facilitator and Yon Leakhena, who’s joined as a trainer
with the Agriculture and Livelihood project, both in
Phnom Penh.
Ruth, communications coordinator, has enjoyed her first
three months at AOC, settling in to her job role and living in
Cambodia. She said, “I’ve especially enjoyed going to see
the amazing projects AOC runs. I have also loved getting to
know the team at AOC and am looking forward to seeing
what the next three months hold!”
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PERSONNEL & TEAMS UPDATE
What’s coming up next for AOC?
• October visits from Canada and NZ
• AOC’s board meeting

Prayer Points:
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It was with great sadness that we lost a great friend and
missionary, Ian McIntyre on Saturday 16th August 2014 as
a result of a motorbike accident on the road from Siem
Reap to Preah Vihear. He gave his life serving in Cambodia
and Cambodians for many years, especially with un-skilled
young people, who he was teaching as his apprentices
in Stung Treng. God had given Ian a vision of a school
where young men could learn practical skills and become
qualified. When he found out Asian Outreach had a similar
vision it was a clear sign from God that Stung Treng would
be the place to do this. He had been working with AOC for
nearly two years. This was a tough time for all at AOC, but
especially for the team in Stung Treng who worked with Ian
daily and who were friends as well as colleagues.

• Pray for MOU
• Pray for the training centre construction in ST, the process of applying for the building permit and getting the
quote from the building constructor
• Pray for the replacement of Ian McIntyre
• Pray for the purchase of the new land block, the landowner and the land department in ST to work faster for
land registration and official land title etc.
• Pray for the communities we work in as many of them
lost their crops due to the recent annual flooding in
August-September 2014 and for donations to help them,
which are needed by mid November 2014.
• Pray for Stars of Peace (SOP) and Community Hope
Development (CHD) as they need more funds to run their
activity until the end of 2014.
• Pray for next board meeting and the leadership team as
they discuss the future.
• Pray for our board and partners
• Pray for AOC, Phnom Penh for the provision of a new
van, approx.. cost $10,000

We also remember and hold in our thoughts and prayers,
Ian’s wife, five daughters, their husbands, two grandchildren
and Ian’s father in New Zealand and Australia and all that
knew and loved Ian, as together we grieve the loss of a
dear friend. But we can find hope and peace, knowing that
he is now with our Father in heaven.
The training centre that he helped build and all the other
work he leaves behind will always be a memory of him, his
great work and his calling for Cambodia.
A memorial service for Ian was held on Saturday 23rd
August, in Stung Treng, where around 100 people attended
to celebrate and remember his life. It was a sad but special
day and the training centre has also been dedicated in
Ian’s memory.
The office has been closed for three days for Pchum Ben
national holiday, one of Cambodia’s biggest, if not the biggest, national holiday. As September draws to a close, we
reflect on what has been and look forward to moving in to
the next quarter of AOC’s journey.
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Project
Reports
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Assisting Children to School
Prey Veng & Kandal

Overview

Story of Change

School’s out for summer! The summer holidays are in August
and September, meaning ACTS’s extra tuition classes are
too. A new academic year is just around the corner though
and starts in October, 2014, as do all of ACTS usual activities. During July, extra tuition classes were ongoing however
and ACTS continues to see great improvement from those
children who attend the extra classes. ACTS are really proud
of the children’s results and the annual average score of
children in Grade 3 who are supported by ACTS is a lot
higher than those who aren’t.

Yorn Khema is a 14 year old girl studying in grade six at
Lvea Sor primary school. She’s also studying a part time
English course supported by ACTS. Yorn Khemak is her
younger sister. She’s 13 years old and studies in grade five
at Lvea Sor primary school. She’s also studying English. They
come from a very poor family.

So whilst the holidays have been underway, the ACTS team
have been busy preparing appropriate uniforms and study
materials for the 223 new children who will start school this
October at the new academic year (2014-2015). As well as
supporting these new children, ACTS will continue to support
the 183 children already involved with the project.

6

As well as holiday time, it’s also flooding season, meaning
Happy Children’s Club (HCC) has also stopped, but when
the new school year kicks off, so will HCC. It is a great place,
providing fun and opportunity every Thursday for 90 children
to hear the good news and ask Jesus in to their lives.
As well as impacting the children’s lives directly, the parents
are also being affected by seeing their children’s lives being
transformed. Many parents hoped for their children to have
a good education and now they are getting one. The children
wear their uniform with pride along with a big smile and are
enthusiastic to learn and realize their true potential. They
study hard, attending state school in the morning and then
extra tuition classes, four days a week in the afternoon. Extra part time courses are also available to study, in English,
Maths and computer lessons. More courses for primary
school level are being introduced in the new academic year.
The teachers and ACTS staff have a good relationship,
reporting about children’s study, health or other needs. ACTS
staff carry out home visits once a month, to check the children are studying and being cared for well at home.
ACTS is looking forward to the new academic year beginning
and seeing new children being supported and encouraged
and having the opportunity to gain a good education. Ongoing challenges include the rainy season flooding, meaning
plans often have to change and adapt according to the
flooding situation.
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Their mother is Chub SomArth, 45 and their father is
Khout Leang, 50. They have two sons and three daughters
(including Khema and Khemak). Their eldest son is 23 and
commutes to Phnom Penh to work as a construction worker,
making $5 per day.
When Khema found out from her mother that AOC provides
school materials, uniforms and bicycles to poorer families
and pays tuition fees for children to study she was so happy
and excited and immediately asked her mother to register to
receive the support. When the ACTS team first met Khema,
she was very shy and because she hasn’t had an opportunity
to study before wasn’t a strong student.

In the two years AOC has supported this family, our team
developed and now has a close relationship with Khema
and her family. She has come out of her shell, she’s friendly,
chatty, has a big smile and enjoys talking with the ACTS
team on home visits. Now she’s a smart pupil and says, “I
will try to study hard and do my best to get high scores” and
her teacher is also proud of her. She is very thankful to AOC
for her opportunity but also that through AOC’s support, her
parents have been alleviated of some of their financial burdens. Her father said, “every day I’m working hard to see my
children have the knowledge and have a good future”.
In her free time, Khema likes teaching her young sister,
Chariya, 6 about the Khmer alphabet and drawing pictures.
Her mother said, “Khema likes acting as the teacher. Both of
them like to study literature course the most”. The girls want
to be school teachers, to help the next generation.

For more information visit: www.aocam.org

COMMUNITY HOPE DEVELOPMENT
Kandal, Prey Veng

Overview
In this third quarter, Community Hope Development (CHD)
project has continued to empower church pastors, women
leaders, youth leaders and Sunday school teachers. CHD
project has 25 church pastor volunteers, 16 Sunday school
teachers, two youth leaders and 25 women members. All
these people are keys in changing the communities through
their faith and testimony.
There have been 15 young people from the English and
Computer classes who have been involved for over a
year, receiving training through the AOC’s project. They
have finished high school and are now ready to find work
or continue their studies at university. AOC is so proud of
them all, seeing them grow and develop over the past year
and watching them move on and achieve their dreams and
goals for their future, to help them and their families.
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The rainy season always provides difficulty and devastation
to many villages and this year has been no exception. At
the beginning of August over a hundred families in the
village CHD works in has had damage caused to homes
and crops through this year’s flooding. The CHD team
visited families affected, praying for restoration and relief
for the victims of the floods.
This quarter has seen CHD staff prepare new training
methods for new Sunday school teachers at two different
locations. The project has partnered with a Sunday school
expert and is currently designing new training material.
There are 16 Sunday school teachers this year, teaching
254 children in four churches, with each group having
two teachers.
The women’s ministry continues to grow. There are 85
women in Kandal and Prey Veng provinces, actively serving
God’s ministry. These women include widows, HIV affected,
disabled and vulnerable women, many having battled
with great hardships in their lives, but are united in now
seeing God’s work being carried out in people’s lives. CHD
provides leadership training and parenting skills that they
can take and use in their communities.

CHD is releasing a second cycle of loans at the end of
September, to fifteen families in order for them to purchase
boats so they can continue their businesses over the
rainy season.
The challenge for CHD is to support Christians in the
villages as many believers in the village face a difficult time
in sharing their faith because non- believers are scared to
know Jesus and don’t understand the good news.

Story of Change
Youn Thida, 15 is in Grade 9 at Beng Krom secondary
school and next year, Thida will study Grade 10 at Teok
Khleang High School. Thida lives in Berng Krum Lue
Commune. She has two brothers and her parents are
farmers. She started having computer lessons with AOC’s
English and Computer project four months ago and now
her computer typing is good.
Thida was very happy with her computer studies, because
she hasn’t had an opportunity to know about computers
before and in her village there are no computers. In the
future she wants to be a good IT woman in a company.
Presently she wants to improve her knowledge and wants
to teach other people in her village. She likes typing and
using Microsoft Office the most. Now that her computer
typing is faster, she sometimes helps explain the program
to her classmates as well.

These past few months, ten families have received training
and micro-business mentoring. Two families have been
taught to raise fish and the other eight raising pigs. Through
this the family can support themselves and provide
resources to their churches and communities. Through this
and profits they have yielded, the families have also been
able to pay back their loan that they have had since July
from AOC.

Thida said, ‘’ I was very happy that I joined with computer
class that was organized by AOC. I have the chance to
improve my computer knowledge. All the teachers have
shared Good News to me. These last four months I gained
much knowledge about computer skills and especially God.
I also learned some experiences from the teachers about
teaching and their role model in believing Jesus. Lastly I
really would like to say thank you to AOC’s staff that keep
me learning about the computer and encouraged me when
I first started learning the computer skills”.
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STARS OF PEACE (SoP)
Kandal
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Overview

story of change

The Stars of Peace (SoP) team members have been enjoying
their work, getting to know the community and building
relationships with the villagers over the past few months.
The community preschool has been running for almost
five months and sees 25-30 children attending Tuesday –
Friday. In the second week of August they held the parent
feedback week and most parents and caregivers reported
many positive changes in their children, especially in good
behaviour and attitude at home. The parents and caregivers
expressed their thanks to the project and the team for
helping their young children’s growth and development.

“We put our hope on our children’s future…” said Ms.
Cheurng Savat. Ms. Cheurng Savat is married to Mr. Preng
Theourn. Together they have four daughters; Som Nang is
five, Srey Pov is four, Lisa is 1/5 and Kunthea is two months
old. Two of them are in our community preschool.

The AOC integration long-term plan has now started. There
are 15 children that have been selected into the program
for 2014-2015 school year under Assisting Children to
School (ACTS) as the pilot project. Through Ms. Edith Watt,
the fund for clean water project and rice distribution has
been confirmed by Hungry for Life organization. This project
will be started in October this year for approximately
100 families for the water project and 50 families for rice
distribution. This integration piloting plan will slowly work
hand in hand with SoP’s current plan in order to bring
holistic change for people as well as to achieve the bigger
vision of AOC.
After five months from March, since GDG approved SoP’s
project, the first funding was sent to AOC in August. “Hope”
is something that is hard to describe but it is something that
we can hold on to. One example is the parents and families
in Prek Ho hoping that their children’s lives will be better
through attending the early childhood development with our
community preschool.
Three community training sessions have taken place where
fifteen mothers and grandmothers joined. In July the topic
was ‘The Importance of Play’, August’s topic was ‘Making
Nutritious Food for Baby 6 months +’ and September’s topic
was ‘What does good parenting look like?’ These training
sessions have been great to educate as well as bring the
community closer together.

The team met the family when we first came to the village in
2013. Mr. Theourn is a hard working father while his wife is
a stay at home mother. He works as a construction worker
and earns $4-5 per day. However, there are not enough jobs
everyday, which means he can work only 3-4 day per week,
so he spends his other time as a fisherman in order to feed
the family of six.
During our weekly home visits to the family, the team can
see it’s very difficult to survive when only one parent works.
What is the hope for a family of six surviving on one income
of approximately $4-5 per day? Lisa, their third daughter
was only seven months when her mother was expecting
another baby. Ms. Savat had to stop breastfeeding Lisa, then
because of the lack of nutrition, this created many health
issues for little Lisa. SoP has supported her by giving milk
weekly and also providing money for the labor hospital
fee when their youngest daughter was born, as the family
couldn’t afford to go to hospital. SoP also provided money to
buy a new tin roof for their home in August.
Both Mrs. Savat and her husband are very happy that their
children can come to the preschool. “I am very happy that
there is a preschool in my village which is very easy to access
for my children and other children. I am happy to contribute
$1 per month though I am not rich” said Mrs. Savat. If there
wasn’t a pre school, her children wouldn’t attend school until
primary one, Mrs. Savat said, “I am so happy that my children
get to learn good things from their young age. I want them to
finish high school and have a good job. I hope that they will
have a better future when they grow up”

The feeding program has been put on hold until 2015, whilst
the nutrition powder, PhytoBlend is waiting to be government
approved. Five new babies have been born in the village
and two mothers are expecting now. The team has visited,
providing home based pre and post natal care and support.
The SoP team has also had some training on the 12th
September. They enjoyed a team building day and on the
25th-27th September they will attend staff training on early
childhood teaching with Hope Global International.
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AGRICULTURAL LIVELIHOODS
Prey Veng, Stung Treng

Overview

Story of change

Agriculture and Livelihood project has been busy both in
Phnom Penh and Stung Treng. During this quarter, training
has been delivered to 117 households on farming techniques,
a farmers’ support group has been formed and 27 families
have received loans, providing food security and economic
uplift to rural farmers. 18 households have been trained on
health and hygiene practice, including how to use and look
after the BSF (bio sand filter).

Mrs. Houn Kimrin, 35 and her husband, Mr. Phang
Sokhoeun, 38, have three children, two boys, 6 and 14 and
one girl, 16. All three children are doing very well in their
schools. They live in Kompong Prang commune, Prey Veng
province.

Most of the people living in rural areas depend on farming
and raising animals as their income generation, but almost
all of them lack the knowledge of agricultural techniques.
This is the main reason why their livelihoods are slow to
improve. Through Agriculture training farmers have success
in their farming, generate more income and live with hope in
their lives.
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The team is aiming to improve spiritual awareness amongst
its training groups also. They are doing this by setting aside
time to pray at every meeting, as well as working alongside
the WatSan team to build good relationship with
local churches.

Like many others, this family doesn’t have or own any
farmland. They make a living by renting their sound
systems and music equipment to villagers for parties,
weddings and funerals. Their children sometimes help the
family by working and the family finds it very hard to make
enough income for their needs.
After joining the agriculture training ran by AOC, Mrs.
Kimrin decided to get loans from AOC and used the
loans to raise pigs. She has noticed that her pigs grow
three times more in comparison to others who raise them
following the traditional method. She first started by raising
seven pigs within 3-4 months and sold them. She paid back
the cost for pigs’ food at the amount of USD $275 and
paid back the loan to AOC and with the money left over,
she then spent another USD $245 as an investment to buy
more piglets to start another cycle of raising. The second
and the third times she raised piglets, she and her family
did very well in making a profitable income out of them.
Beside pig raising, Mrs. Kimrin also used loans to grow fifty
mango trees on her small land around her house and each
mango tree could make up to USD $500 each year.
Mrs Kimrin said, “Doing the pig raising and growing mango
trees makes my family income increase and have enough
money for my family to live well; and we also can afford
for our children to go school too. Now I am a success, I
want to continue to raise pigs. Now I have experience and
training of new techniques I have learnt from AOC it will
change my family’s situation. I want other people in my
community to learn too. For the next cycle, I am going to
raise another seven pigs which we will sell by October this
year and I will buy a bicycle for each of my children, so that
they can use it to go to school.”
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WATER & SANITATION
Kandal, Prey Veng, Stung Treng

Overview

Story of change

It’s been a busy three months for the Water and Sanitation
(WatSan) project, both in Phnom Penh and Stung Treng.
299 BSFs (bio-sand filters) were built and 242 have been installed. 215 latrines have been built, with 171 being installed
across Prey Veng and Stung Treng provinces. Alongside this,
seven health promotion training sessions have taken place,
which have successfully seen almost four hundred
people attending.

Mr. Kath Chin has three children and lives in Tro Keat
village, Prey Veng province. He’s an ice cream seller.
Every day Mr. Kath Chin wakes up between 3:00 and
4:00am and goes to get ice-cream from the ice-cream shop
that he used to go to when he was younger. Once he has
loaded his ice-cream on to his motorbike to sell for the day,
he heads back to his house to join his family for breakfast.
After eating he goes to sell ice cream on his motorcycle,
travelling anywhere from 60-70km from his house to
other villages.

As well as the construction and implementation of BSFs and
latrines, AOC’s team follows up training on maintenance and
knowledge of safe water storage to those who have received
the BSFs, which ensures care and understanding of the
new devices.
The WatSan team has also been training new volunteers to
advise and inform beneficiaries about BSFs and on good
health and hygiene practices.
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Problems faced have included flooding, causing difficulty in
transportation of latrines people being busy and therefore
picking up BSFs late from the construction site resulting
in their late installation. During the electoral campaign, no
training was permitted at the communities.
One day the water and sanitation health promotion team
visited his village and 89 villagers turned up to hear the
team talk about health promotion and information about
water born diseases. Many people then registered to
receive the filters. Previous to using the biosand filter (BSF)
Mr. Kath Chin’s family were often suffering with bouts of
diarrhea and having to spend money on medicine because
of this. They didn’t have time to boil the water and so
often got stomach bugs. The BSF has been so useful to
his family. They use it for drinking, cooking, cleaning fruit
and vegetables, washing and sometimes to bath the baby.
He has also been able to pass on the knowledge that the
water and sanitation team has taught him to people in his
community, spreading the importance of healthy water and
sanitation practices.
Mr. Kath Chin said: “thanks to the water and sanitation
team for providing and equipping the clean water to my
family and my community. I hope from now on my family
and community will not drink the unclean water anymore
and are changing their habits.”
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WELLS PROJECT

Water is Life/NEVERTHIRST, Stung Treng

Overview

story of change

AOC’s Stung Treng WELLS program works in twenty
villages. It carries out surveys ahead of well implementation
to assess which type of well is needed and where the well
is best located according to the community’s needs. One of
the things the surveys have revealed is that many villagers
spend an hour or more each day trying to get water, which
is unclean and especially difficult to source during the
dry season.

Mr. Chea Phalla, 24 is a church youth leader and is married
to Ath Srey Leap, 20. He lives in Srae Krasaeg village, Stung
Treng province.

Fifteen wells across four communities have been built or
are planning to be drilled in the coming months. Six of the
fifteen are being drilled in October and November this year.
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It is important that the WELLS AOC team has a good
relationship with the villagers and communities it is working
with, so part of the team’s time is spent building these
relationships amongst the community. This is going well
and the team are also able to conduct health promotion as
well as the more practical well implementation. There are
now thirty well committees in place, which are in charge of
teaching how to take care of and how to repair the wells.
Beneficiaries of the wells are asked to contribute $150
as a one off payment; this cost is spread between fifteen
families, which encourages care and ownership of the well.
During the rainy season, drilling often has to be postponed,
as do appointments with villagers, due to lack of access
because of flooding.
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Before the new hand pump was installed he was drinking
dirty water from an open well. Because of the dirty water
his family were often sick as well as there bring a high risk
of malaria. The well would also run empty, meaning he had
to spend money, $20 - $30 per month, to buy water from
the truck that sells water to his village, which has been very
tough for his family. People in his village find it too difficult to
bring water from a small stream, because it takes so long to
walk to and from the stream.
So Phalla started to pray a lot, to bring missionaries or a
Christian organization to help his commune or church by
providing wells. One day, his prayer was answered. AOC
staff came to his commune to conduct a survey for WELLS
project. Phalla was so happy and said, “Now my community
will have wells, so we will have clean water for everyday
and now I don’t have to spend money to buy water and my
family has good health”. Phalla is thankful that AOC WELLS
project is there for his community and church. He asks AOC
to continue to pray for his family and the whole community,
to believe and trust in God.
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LAND DEVELOPMENT
Stung Treng

Overview
In Stung Treng the workshop was completed at the end of
August and has made a huge impact on the operations on
the model farm. We now have a fully set up workshop and
a place to put all the tools. All vehicles and bikes can now
be stored undercover and there is now a 240sqm-covered
area to work under. With all the upcoming construction
projects in the pipeline this facility will be well used.
We trialed the first cycle of chickens this quarter with
great success. Purchasing 200-day-old chickens, they were
raised to over 2kg in 40 days with a 5% loss rate. The profit
margin was also very encouraging as we feel this project
replicated in the provinces would have a good chance of
success. The fishpond is currently being constructed under
the chicken shed and should be ready by the end of the
month to grow the chicken and fish together.
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The goat shed was also constructed in this period, and we
are currently looking to purchase 5 boer goats to start the
project off. These goats are specially breed for meat and
we are hoping, if successful, could provide an alternative
for our beneficiaries in livestock raising.
The pigs are also doing well. We are currently in our 4th
cycle, have 2 breeding sows that will be going to the boar
shortly. We are trialing different crops as alternative pig
feed to keep costs down.
At the beginning of August we had three interns join us for
four months from the University of Chang Mai. Their roles
are to help AOC develop intensive farming techniques to
trial on the model farm for the agriculture program. They
have a lot of great ideas and so far they have been trialing
different vegetables in the food machine, raising crickets,
which are high in protein, mushrooms in baskets, alternative
pig feeds and goats.
The purchase of the new six-hectare block adjacent to the
existing land is almost complete and we hope to have the
land title within the month. Once this is complete we can
start developing this block as part of the co-op/commercial
venture. The property needs to be fenced, water system
and electricity installed, roading and storage shed
constructed and the land prepared for cropping etc.
The Training Centre has still not been started, as we are
still waiting on legal documents and consent forms to be
processed. All going well, construction should start next
quarter. The time frame for the construction of this facility
is 12 months.
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