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This month we have a final note from Mike Robb, before he and his family return to New Zealand. And two stories from two people whom have been touched by God through the work of AOC in Cambodia…

Greetings again from the Directors desk.

As I start this, I realize it is the last one I will have the pleasure/responsibility for writing.

On April the 1st my family and I will be leaving Cambodia at the conclusion of our 2 year contract.

I am being replaced by Thong Romanea, as the incoming Director.

Romanea has over 10 years experience working for NGO’s, and I am confident that he will do a great job as the new Director.

As I reflect back I see a number of things have happened in the last 2 years that I am very thankful for.

· The building of a T.B. ward and Laboratory in Srok Lvea Em.

· The arrival and establishment of the first Emergency River Ambulance in Cambodia.

· The successful handing over of many of AOC’s medical projects to Ministry of Health staff.

· The establishment of Dental clinics and training of dental workers, plus the supply of dental equipment.

· The growth and development of  our projects of Health Education , HIV/Aids , Community Development,

· And the growth of the numbers of people regularly attending our Special Interest Groups in the villages where we work. These groups were formerly called cell groups, and have a holistic approach with a health component incorporated into the meetings.

I am also very thankful for the many short term teams that have visited our ministries and encouraged our staff with friendships, training days, and the love of Christ being “shed abroad”

I am also thankful that none of the 5 in my family has suffered any serious illness or accidents (which abound here!)

I am thankful that my 3 teenage children have loved the experience, have great Khmer language now, and many Khmer friends.

I am thankful for the many friends we have made here, both Khmer and foreigners.

I am thankful that God and other people in NZ have cared so well for our eldest 2 children who have been without Mum and Dad for 2 years.

A few people have asked recently has it been a “good” time here, and have we “enjoyed “it.

Many times those were NOT the words I would use to sum up our 2 years!

It has been difficult, frustrating, uncomfortable, sometimes frightening, in all sorts of ways,

BUT has it been WORTH IT!? …………….A thousand times YES! 

We have seen many new Christians baptized, we have seen seriously ill peoples lives saved, we have seen major progress in vital human services, we have seen staff develop and grow as Christians, we have seen God provide time and time again, both personally and for the AOC Ministries.

And we had the privilege of playing a small part in these processes as well.
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God bless you all, 

Mike, Ruth, Hannah, Abel and Jairus Robb 

We have two stories of some REAL people whose lives have been touch and changed by God through AOC working in the medical area…

Miss Then Vantha is a 19year old, living in Chrang Toting village.  Vantha lives in a very poor family. Her father and mother are farmers. She is the second child in the family of 4 sisters.

In January 2004, she went to be consulted about her health at Prek Rey mobile clinic, supported by Asian Outreach Cambodia (AOC).  The Clinic then sent her to Phnom Penh after finding out that she had a cyst on her ovary.  Phnom Penh hospital found the same result and decided to have it operated on.  The doctor let her stay in the Gynecology room until she was better and went back home.

Unfortunately, in April 2004, she was very tired because of having pleurisy. After being investigated, the result came out telling that she had cancer, which also caused her to have pleurisy.  Finally, the doctor decided to use Chemical treatment (Therapy) to cure her. Because this medicine was very expensive, she went to CSI organization for help. AOC  helped with providing her food, travel, and other expenses during her stay in the Hospital for a long time.  

The AOC staff had been praying for her. The Lord answered our prayers and she was healed. She accepted Jesus as her Lord and Savior.

During these four years, she needs to come to be tested every one, to every six months, under the help of AOC for traveling and further investigation expense. 

The result of each testing is extremely good.

Even though she is getting better and better, we still support her, both physically and spiritually.

Im Savoan, is a 38 year old lady from the Bong Krom Village.  She had mental problems; she would shout a lot and run away from people.  Her brother was concerned for her and brought her to the Health Centre who in turn referred her to the Russian Hospital in Phnom Penh, to the Psychiatric department.  After consultation with the Doctor who confirmed that she had a mental illness, she was put on medication and her life has improved dramatically. 

AOC staff continue to keep an eye on her, and take her in for a check up every month.

It is sometimes easy to forget we are dealing with real people and not just running programs. Thank you so much to the many that pray for AOC, and support our ministries financially and practically. With Gods’ help we are all making a difference.

